


 

 

EDITORS NOTE!
NOTE: The editor or any club member shall not be held liable for errors and / or omissions in 
any article and / or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed 
is not necessarily that of the Editor, and committee member or other members of the club. If 
copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to the Odysseus 
Motorcycle Club (Cape Town) Member and friends, and is not for profit or gain.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
April 2023

Hi Clubbies, 

  

I hope you all had a good month and are looking forward to the next. 

We are creeping up on colder weather, so out come the extra blankets, 

heaters, and hot chocolate drinks. 

Feedback from Iain is that all is well, that he is getting along great, and 

that he is hoping to join us soon. He is starting physiotherapy this week. 

The planning for the poker run is finalized and published in this issue, and ticket sales are open. 

So please join us by ordering your tickets! 

What next  - our quiz evening? If anyone has any ideas to contribute to my planned evening, it 

will be greatly appreciated.

 

Club rides on Sundays have remained popular, Devin and Susan are doing great managing the 

rides on weekends, so please assist them in all ways 

you can. We are looking for venues for August and 

September, so please feel free to nominate some ven-

ues. 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped make 

this club an enjoyable place to be over the past year 

and going forward. 

Basil

Odysseus Motorcycle Club
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Statistics
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April 2023

Stats are based on members attending Meetings vs Actual Odysseus Members.

Stats are based on members attending Rides vs Actual Odysseus Members.

Stats are based on members attending various events

in Devin’s own words “Here I am Devin wearing two hats for the committee. Chief 
ride coordinator and Treasurer.” Nice Kawa jacket D!
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Odysseus Members partaking in Rides for 2023



Meeting Held on 20 April 2023 HELD AT 
JAGGERS BOWLING CLUB

Financial Report

Birthdays for March 2023

Draw: Lucky Draw 

The Odysseian:

5

Invitees: 22 members Plus 2 Doggie visitors

Welcome & Apologies: Iain Fergusson, Terrance Rule,Susan James (late)
Rodney Camacho, Graham Aldis, Rob & Lizl Todd, Malcolm Mcgeean, Errol 
Murtagh

Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: None

Previous Minutes Acceptance: Pink / Robbie

Correspondence: None

Membership : No change. Mark leaving for USA +-8 months, Rina & Craig 
leaving traveling to Namibia & rest of SA, Therese leaving for Dubai for 3 
weeks.

Social Responsibility: Lily Rose for next two years (end 2024).

 	
 		

 		    
 	

The Odysseian: In progress - Ready by 1 May

Lucky draw: Dave & Jacqui

Birthdays: May 2023:

14 Patricia Knight, 21 Don Fergusson
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Please join Odysseus Motorcycle Club on our 2nd annual Poker Run for a fun day out with fellow 
bikers and a chance to win some great prizes. 
Open to everyone, bikers of all ages are sent on an exciting poker run to four different locations, 
including Viper Lounge and Freedom 301. 
The start at Viper will include free coffee before the ride starts, then three quick stops, ending up at 
Freedom 301 in Paarl/Franschhoek. 
1. Begin your adventure at Viper Lounge with a nice coffee, or if you prefer, buy a breakfast roll 
between 9:00 and 9:45 a.m. Purchase a score card there for R75 (which includes a Poker Run metal 
badge), which will reveal the other stops and locations. Additional hands can also be bought for 
R15 each (to increase your chance of winning). If you prefer to pre-enter, please contact Basil at 
0605483928 for bank details. Leave Viper at 10:00. 
2. Participants will visit all locations and take selfies if they please while getting their one playing 
card marked from an attendant at each site. Leave yourself plenty of time because score sheets are 
due back at Freedom 301 by 11:45 to be eligible for the big prize and some cool smaller prizes. 
3. Prizes will be announced at 12:00, and you must be present to win.

Some other prizes:
3 x Bottle of Wine
2 x PnP Vouchers
1 x 6 Pack Beers
and more.
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Suspension system - Submitted by Devin CorneySuspension system - Submitted by Devin Corney

A suspension system comprises two components, namely:
a) a spring and,
b) a damper.

The damper is often called a shock-absorber, or simply just a “shock’,
however in reality, it is the spring that absorbs the shock of hitting a
bump, while the damper’s job is to stop any oscillation of the spring
after a bump. Without a damper, the vehicle will continue to bounce up
& down with gradually decreasing height after each bump. The damper
is designed to rapidly dampen this oscillation of the spring, i.e. stop the
continuous bouncing like a pogo-stick.

A typical suspension has three adjustments, namely:

1. Preload adjustment
2. Compression damping
3. Rebound damping

These are always adjusted in that specific sequence. This is important!
Not every suspension has all three, while the front and rear suspension
of the bike may have a different selection of these three, or none at all in
some cases.

Let’s look at each of these three adjustments.
Preload adjustment is simply the pre-tensioning or pre-compression of
the spring mechanically, without any weight on it.
There is only one single thing that determines how this is set, and that is
the total weight of the rider and gear that will be applied to this
suspension.

The preload is simply set that once the rider’s weight is on the
suspension, it should compress by one-third of its total travel, leaving
two thirds further travel available for absorbing a bump.
In order to set this, you need to know the total travel length of the
suspension. Either find it in the spec sheet, or measure it as follows:
First, set the preload to zero. Measure vertically up from the ground, to
a suitable point on the vehicle, directly above the wheel axle, without
any weight applied. Then compress the suspension completely until it
bottoms out, and measure this now shortened height from the ground,
vertically up to the same point on the vehicle. The difference of these
two measurements, is the total travel length of the suspension.
Now apply your full weight to the vehicle and do the same
measurement.
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Suspension system - Submitted by Devin CorneySuspension system - Submitted by Devin Corney

Lastly, you set the rebound damping. This is the speed at which the
damper will recover (or rebound) after being compressed by a bump.
This adjuster is often labelled Fast/Slow or Open/Closed.
Opening the valve for faster rebound (usually counter-clockwise),
makes the suspension recover quicker after being compressed.
If set too fast, then the wheel might lift off the ground due to its vertical
momentum. This is undesirable.

If set too slow, then a bumpy surface (such as severe corrugations),
might lead to the suspension being compressed more and more until it
runs out of travel and bottoms out.
If the compression damping and rebound damping adjusters have the same num-
ber of clicks or turns in their range of setting, then we assume they are the same size 
valves, in which case the rebound damping adjustment should be opened at least the 
same, or a bit more than the compression damping adjustment, to prevent your sus-
pension from running out of travel during repeated bumps).

To check this, once you have the compression damping set about right, turn it closed 
all the way (usually clockwise) while counting the clicks or turns, then open it back to 
your setting, by again counting the click or turns.

Now close the rebound damping adjuster all the way, then open it by the same num-
ber of clicks or turns. This is your starting setting point of the rebound adjustment. You 
may open this a bit more for slightly faster rebound, but not the other way.
If you decide to change the compression damping setting, then make exactly the same 
change to the rebound setting. For example, if you decide to open the compression 
damping by 2 clicks, then immediately open the rebound damping by 2 clicks.

This will ensure that you do not end up with a rebound that is too slow.
If you ever get lost with your rebound setting, just count how many clicks/turns your 
compression adjustment is from fully closed, then set both compression and rebound to 
the same count (and make and further adjustments to rebound only to the open/faster 
side).

It really is as simple as that.
Now you have a much better idea of how to setup your suspen-

sion, and can experiment with the compres-
sion and rebound damping settings in a logi-
cal manner.
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Brass Monkey Idea for 4-6 August 2023

Nice relaxing weekend, so lets 
join in and have a great Club 
weekend.....

Brass Monkey is a go and bookings are made. Now we need to confirm attendees and 
make payments to the club in 3 easy payments, May R650, June R650 and July R595 total-
ing R1895.00 per couple. Tentatively, we have spoken to Swellendam Caravan Park and 
have secured 12 chalets and some campsites for that weekend.
The chalet sleeps four people, so we will have to bunk up with buddies and friends. Please 
have a chat with your buddies and confirm as soon as possible that you will be interested 
in joining us, if your prefer not to share please confirm asap so I can make adjustments in 
contributions towards the weekend. 

On Friday, arrive on Friday 
at your leisure and settle in. 
at18:00 we will proceed to the 
Woodpeckers Restaurant and 
enjoy pizza evening and a free 
Drink. Menu to follow closer to 
the time.

On Saturday morning, go on a bike ride to Buffels-
jags One Stop farming stop on N2. Stop for a lekker 
old-style roosterkoek breakfast. Menu to follow oh 
and this will include a Coffee.

Once breakfast is done, we will take a leisurely ride to Karoo Saloon, Devin to ar-
range setup via Tredouw Pass and back to camp. Possibly via bus TBC. Drinks for 
your account but snacks provided.
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Brass Monkey Idea for 4-6 August 2023

Back at camp, we will have some afternoon snacks 
platters that will be provided for while the fun 
starts with some sports that do require your biking 
skills  and other sports moves...TBC...

Few of us would take a afternoon snooze 
before the evening events at Barrel & 
Blues Live Pub for lekker burger and 
chips with surprise drink.

On Sunday morning, we will leave campsite 
after handing keys etc. and stop at a Wimpy 
or similar for breakfast and a coffee

Above is a basic idea, but there are details to follow and plans to be confirmed...Please 
let me know if you are interested and send me a Whats App message. If you do not want 
to share a chalet, the cost will be slightly higher.

Attendees confirmed: I have names that are bunking up bit please just confirm via DM to 
me please again.

Bareham Rob & Anne		  Reeves Keith & Cheryl		  Corney Devin & Susan
Cowman Peter  & Jacqui	 Doidge Robbie & Therese	 Groves Hector & Linda
Young Rob & Isabella		  Gilbert Hannelie & Erasmus	 Dodd Gavin & Freda
Erasmus Peter & Anne-Marie	Roux Dave & Ellanor		  Roux Dave Son & Wife(TBC)
Roux Family x 4			   Murtagh Errol			   Comacho Rodney
Forbes Basil & Cheri		  Jooste Hans & Wife		  Rossouw Tikki & Delva	
Clarke Desmond & Denise 	  

Please confirm if your names is not on the list and if you would like to join us.
















