


 

 

EDITORS NOTE!
NOTE: The editor or any club member shall not be held liable for errors and / or omissions in 
any article and / or drawing contained in this newsletter. Furthermore, any view expressed 
is not necessarily that of the Editor, and committee member or other members of the club. If 
copyright is infringed, it is not intentional but, is published as a free service to the Odysseus 
Motorcycle Club (Cape Town) Member and friends, and is not for profit or gain.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
June 2023

Hi Clubbies, 

And here we go, clubbies; half the year is almost gone. Downward we 

go again towards December. Looking back on these past few months, it’s 

been a rather busy one with great rides done and great memories made, 

I would say. We attended a few rallies and had some serious fun.

Firstly, I would like to welcome our new prospect member, Heath Cole-

man. May your future with the club be a pleasant experience.

Looking ahead, we have our yearly outing and a few other events, so it’s still a busy year ahead 

with rides and rallies.

As a club, I must say that we have grown in meeting attendance. Yes, it dropped a bit over the 

colder months, but overall, meeting attendance is great, and I would like to get more involved. 

We have a great bunch of bikers who are very passionate about biking. (Some caravaner, too.)

The club patch is worn by only a few, and I think it is necessary that we address this urgently. To 

ride out, there should be uniformity, and we should only say we stand together, but to go out with 

two patches is no good. It shows division and is not good for club visibility.

Basil Forbes

Odysseus Motorcycle Club
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THE ODYSSEUS BOOT BANDITS (Devin)

Dear Clubbies: Despite the possibility of 
backlash, I feel compelled to bring the fol-
lowing to the attention of all club members 
because of the numerous complaints I have 
received regarding the group’s communica-
tions. I genuinely hope I don’t insult any-
one, but we need to bear in mind the prin-
ciples of all the members in this situation. 
1. Everyone is encouraged to speak up. 2. 
We respect one another by listening to one 
another. 3. We don’t pass judgment on oth-
ers, even if we disagree. 4. We respect one 
another at all times. In conclusion, anything 
that might be construed as provocative, 
offensive, or damaging to anyone is NOT 
allowed, including hate speech and adult 
material. I appreciate your patience.



Statistics
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Jun 2023

Stats are based on members attending Meetings vs Actual Odysseus Members.

Stats are based on members attending Rides vs Actual Odysseus Members.

Stats are based on members attending various events
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Odysseus Members partaking in Rides for 2023
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE: Odysseus Motorcycle Club Will Aways Ride In a Staggered Formation

Staggered formation where the leader rides in center position and second rider to the left side of him. Then, the Third 
rider should position themselves on the right side of the lane at least a few motorcycle lengths behind the leader.



Meeting Held on 22 June 2023 HELD AT 
JAGGERS BOWLING CLUB

Financial Report

Birthdays for July 2023

Draw: Lucky Draw 

The Odysseian:
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Invitees: 
Welcome greetings to new prospective member Heath Coleman, as well as welcome to
new Caravaner’s, Devin & Susan

Welcome & Apologies:
Dick de Kroon, Julie Thompsett,Malcolm Mcgeean,Rodney
Camacho,Keith Reeves, Hannelie& Erasmus,Adrian Knight,
Unwell member: Bruce
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes:
None
Previous Minutes Acceptance:
Anne/ Pink
Correspondence: 

Received from New member in Darling - distance problem in attending meetings.

July:
3 Ellanore Roux, 			   3 Cheri Forbes, 
10 Steven Bentley, 			   15 Basil Forbes,
17 Julie Thompsett & Hector Groves, 	 23 Robbie Doidge,
31 Rodney Camacho

Please email interesting articles to Basil, we have a few contributors already 
and the articles are great. Thank you to all that contributed.

1. Lizl Todd 		 2. Rob Bareham 		  3. Tony Kyle

 

 
 

   

   
   

   





SPOKES PERSON
EDITOR & EVENTS
BASIL FORBES
060 548 3928

TREASURER
SUSAN JAMES
082 353 7531

CHIEF RIDE
CO-ORDINATOR
IAIN FERGUSON
083 555 5787

SECRETARY
LINDA GROVES
083 626 8796

RIDE
CO-ORDINATOR
TERENCE RULE
082 673 0513

MONEY MATTERS FINANCIAL REPORT

CLUB BANKING  DETAILS:

BANK:
ABSA Branch Code: 632005

ACC Name:
Odysseus Western Cape

Account: 9263536308
Savings Account

COMMITTEEOUR
2023

RIDE
CO-ORDINATOR
DEVIN CORNEY
083 310 2485

BIRTHDAYS FOR MAY 

SOCIAL
RODNEY CAMACHO
084 951 3336

Everyone from Odysseus family hope you have the best  birthday and best of wishes for journey ahead. 7

   
   

   

July:
3 Ellanore Roux, 			   3 Cheri Forbes, 
10 Steven Bentley, 			   15 Basil Forbes,
17 Julie Thompsett & Hector Groves, 	 23 Robbie Doidge,
31 Rodney Camacho
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ODYSSEIAN KNITTING CORNERODYSSEIAN KNITTING CORNER
(How to knit a Kawasaki green beanie) by Ian Ferguson(How to knit a Kawasaki green beanie) by Ian Ferguson

Have you seen those images of beautiful green woollen beanies especially for Kawasaki riders? If you want to 
discover how it is done, then learn how to knit a Kawasaki green beanie using knitting needles. 
This is one sure way not in shiver at the committee table on social evenings this winter.
As with all new skills, it is better to start by being sober, and having no shakes. It is quick to knit a Kawasaki 
beanie, but not as fast as an orange KTM beanie.

These instructions are geared to Kawasaki beginners, more advanced KTM knitters will find it useful too as it is 
an ideal TV knitting project, whilst watching Brad Binder set fastest laps.
The needles that are recommended are 8mm, that is just a bit thicker than the spokes on a Kawasaki off 
loader. They are best for beginners as they have slightly more friction than plastic knitting needles. Also, the 
oil smear on the spokes makes the knitting wool slip easier whilst knitting. KTM riders have several sizes of 
knitting needles, just depending on if they are knitting very large beanies for their Kawasaki friend’s heads.

1. Cast on the required number of stitches according to head size, that is the head with hair! 
2. Make sure that your stitches on the needle are not twisted. Move them around so that all the little bumps 
are facing the same direction. Do not play with them too much as they could multiply.
3. Keep the needle with the working yarn attached to it on the right-hand side, throttle side.
4. With that (right-hand needle) make a knit stitch into the first stitch on the left-hand side knitting needle, 
clutch lever side.
5. Make sure that you have a fairly tight hold on the working knitting wool – Just like when you grab a hand-
ful of brakes,
6. Place a stitch marker on the first stitch, you can use an old petrol slip. This marks the beginning and end of 
each round of knitting, not a round of the Killarney circuit !!
7. Kawasaki riders should keep knitting all the way across all the stitches and back again without a smoke 
break.
8. As you reach the paper petrol marker make sure to tighten up the stitches, (just like pulling your jocks up 
very high, you want that tight feeling) thereby pulling on the working wool and the tail section at the same 
time.

You may get a bump in the area, (then your jocks are too high), where the knitting rounds join up but this can 
be smoothed out at the end when everything relaxes, as you weave in the tail section.

Continue knitting round after round, using only the knit stitch. You will notice that even though you are per-
forming the knit stitch, it does become necessary to let the KTM riders overtake. Weird but good as it is so 
easy!

Continue following the green Kawasaki pattern. Keep moving the marker up as you do more rounds. You will 
knit in this way for 20cm or 8 inches. If you only have 6 inches, then the beanie will be short and sit on top of 
your head. You can make this section longer if you wish by gentle stroking. Once you have done this it is time 
to decrease to make the shaping for the head.

Decreasing for the head shaping, don’t worry this is easy and it only lasts for 2 rows, and then you will feel 
pleased about knitting a Kawasaki beanie.
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ODYSSEIAN KNITTING CORNERODYSSEIAN KNITTING CORNER
(How to knit a Kawasaki green beanie) by Ian Ferguson(How to knit a Kawasaki green beanie) by Ian Ferguson

The finishing off of your special green Kawasaki beanie is very easy. Cut the working yarn leaving a reasonable 
length of yarn - enough to pull through your stitches Thread that yarn onto your tapestry needle. That is not a 
painting needle, it is the one used in grade 7. When you have passed them all over, gather them together tightly 
to close the opening at the top of the beanie. Make sure that the hole is tightly closed, as you do not want to 
chill your brain.
You also need to make a green pom-pom, but that is best left to the better half to make, as they were shown 
in brownies or guides to make pom-poms. Making a pom-pom using cardboard is the easiest. Attach the pom-
pom to the top of the beanie.

So, there you have it, an easy beanie knitting project for Kawasaki beginners.

As a reminder for Kawasaki Riders here is a summary of the straightforward steps -

1. Choose a green shade of chunky wool to use,
2. Cast on the stitches and knit till you reach the necessary length.
3. Shape the head section by doing the two rows of decreases by knitting 2 stitches together.
4. Pull the stitches together with a tapestry needle and secure tightly on the inside.
5. Make your pom-pom and attach it.

These hats would make lovely DIY gifts for KTM Riders if you knit one in orange. Make a matching set for all 
your KTM members will be a fine gesture or knit blue ones for the Yamaha riders for fund raising projects.
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Move over John McGuinness, there’s a new “King of the Moun-Move over John McGuinness, there’s a new “King of the Moun-
tain” with a pair of Dunlops now occupying the top two posi-tain” with a pair of Dunlops now occupying the top two posi-
tions on the all-time TT winners list.  -  Words and Pics by Peter tions on the all-time TT winners list.  -  Words and Pics by Peter 
GoodacreGoodacre

 Michael Dunlop

During the 2022 TT races, Michael Dunlop 
was able to add two wins in the Supersport 
class to his tally. This year he not only re-
peated his two Supersport victories, but also 
claimed the top step of the podium in the RST 
Superbike and first Supertwin race.
Not to be outdone, Peter Hickman equaled 
Dunlops four wins by the end of the race 
schedule, with victories in the two Superstock 
races, the second Supertwin race and finally 
the prestigious Milwaukee Senior TT.

Peter Hickman

2023 saw the introduction of a new race schedule, 
with the Superstock and Supertwins having two 
races at the event for the first time. The races were 
run daily from Saturday 3rd June to the Milwau-
kee Senior TT on Saturday 10th June with only two 
rest days scheduled, on the Monday and Thursday 
of Race Week. This is the first time that the Senior 
TT has been actually scheduled to run on a Satur-
day. Taking into account the daily Qualifying Ses-
sions from Monday to Friday of the previous week, 
that’s a lot of racing.
2023 also marked the first time that slick tyres 
were permitted for all classes. Previously only the 
Superbike class could fit slicks, with Superstock, 
Supertwin and Supersport bikes restricted to cut 
slicks.

Dean Harrison John McGuinness Conor Cummins 4th position

The weather was almost perfect for the full period of the TT, with warm, sunny days bringing back 
memories of 2016 and 2018. TT Fans may recall that those were great years for breaking re-
cords, and the 2023 TT did not disappoint in that regard.







Words and Pics by Peter GoodacreWords and Pics by Peter Goodacre

Allan-Jon Venter 20th place out of 34 finishers.

While the fans enjoyed the racing, TT organizers had made some 
changes which were not universally appreciated. Increases in the 
price of ferry tickets as well as the quality and expense of the TT 
merchandise had many fans mumbling into their beers. Luckily the 
other TT merchandise retailers on the island had spotted a gap in 
the market and produced their own clothing ranges at half the price 
of the “official” designs. 
Ultimately, the TT is about the racing and fans had absolutely noth-
ing to complain about on that score. The weather was almost per-
fect, the races were exciting and records tumbled on a regular basis. 
There is now the tantalizing prospect of Michael Dunlop eclipsing
his uncle’s record at next year’s TT, which is bound to be both an 
exciting and emotional moment. 
I recommend you book your place now!                                                      Peter Goodacre – www.warp10.biz



Words and Pics by Peter GoodacreWords and Pics by Peter Goodacre
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First caravan adventure? Here’s what beginner caravaner 
should know! May 2022 - Caravan SA

Are you a newbie to caravaning and not sure where to start? Are you hiring one for the first time 
and do not have the slightest clue on what you are doing?

Caravaning offers an explosion of new experiences, adventures, freedom and fun. In fact, 
caravaning is cool! However, when towing a caravan, it adds an entirely new dimension to any 
holiday.

Create a checklist
1.Towing capacity?
2. Is all safe and secure?
3. Essentials
4. Drive carefully
5. Why it’s important to leave early?
6. Don’t overload
7. Living in a confined space
8. How to reverse a caravan
Set-up and pack-down routine
9. How to hitch and unhitch a caravan

There is a lot more to consider too, like what to bring, how much time is spent on the road, and 
where to park without struggling. We have put together a few helpful tips for first-time caravan 
fanatics for a smooth ride and memorable holiday ahead:

Create a checklist for yourself.
Some items are very important for newbies such as a towing aid, fire extinguisher, wheel chocks, 
a caravan jack, sway control device, spare tyre, towing mirrors, extra coolant and oil, a spare fan 
belt, brake controller, tools and insulation tape, to name a few.

Is the towing capacity of your car greater than the GCM (gross combination mass) of the caravan?

It is always important to check the towing capacity of your vehicle in the owner’s manual and always remember to never exceed this 
limit.

Make sure all is safe and secure

Before your departure, be sure to check that the towing aid is correctly fitted, drawers and other loose items are secure, windows and 
doors are locked and remove wheel chocks and the jockey wheel (or secure it), and raise the caravan’s steps. It is also important to make 
sure that the lights on both your vehicle and caravan are operational and that your tyre pressure is correct.

Only pack in the essentials. 

Food (basics)
Medicinal (first-aid kit, medications, mosquito repellent)
Clothing (swimwear, casual wear, nightwear)
Resources (gas bottles, batteries, water)
Cookware (cups, plates, pots, pans, kitchen, cutlery)
Entertainment (books, games, TV, Frisbee, board games)
Cleaning (air freshener, garbage bags, dish washing liquid)
Equipment (tables, chairs, surfboards, bikes, umbrella, fishing rods)
Toiletries (toilet paper, toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush)
Drive carefully

Caravans are unpredictable and it takes a lot of getting used to. When you are towing a caravan, it is advised to maintain the speed limit 
and to not overtake any vehicle, however, there are ways of doing it safely,  find out how. Taking things slowly is the safest when towing 
a caravan as you are given ample time to avoid bad  road conditions, stray animals, crosswinds, and it improves fuel efficiency. The early 
bird gets the worm

It is best to rise early so that you avoid heavy traffic or busy roads as there will be more space for you on the road. Another fact that you 
need to keep in mind is that when traveling with a caravan, it is always good to prepare yourself for narrow roads and other obstacles 
that you could face unexpectedly. Always be mindful of other road users around you. The best part of leaving early is arriving even earlier 
at your destination!

Don’t overload your caravan

It is always important to pack your caravan lightly and evenly. All luggage should be packed closer to the front of the caravan and on each 
side of its axle. This prevents swaying and snaking of the caravan that can happen unexpectedly while driving on the long road.
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First caravan adventure? Here’s what beginner caravaner 
should know! May 2022 - Caravan SA

Too much weight in the caravan will also make towing less fuel efficient, while 
exceeding the weight limits set by the manufacturer and the towing capacity 
of your vehicle will result in you towing the caravan illegally and you could face 
legal consequences if pulled over. More information on towing illegally.

Be prepared to live in close quarters

Living in a caravan is quite confined and can be a test for partners, family or 
friends on a getaway. There is no privacy and it is important to make sure ev-
eryone gets time alone. If you would like to avoid any disagreements, you could 
perhaps sit outside under the awning or take a walk now and then to offer 
space for each and everyone. Bring a set of earplugs if you can’t sleep through 
someone snoring and take an eye mask if someone loves to stay up late and 
read with the lights on.

Team works makes the dream work

You may be worrying about how to reverse a caravan? Not to worry – practice makes perfect. It is always advisable to train yourself 
how to do it or take a course that will provide theoretical and practical advice before facing the audience at your chosen caravan park.
Too much weight in the caravan will also make towing less fuel efficient, while exceeding the weight limits set by the manufacturer and 
the towing capacity of your vehicle will result in you towing the caravan illegally and you could face legal consequences if pulled over. 

Be prepared to live in close quarters

Living in a caravan is quite confined and can be a test for partners, family or friends on a getaway. There is no privacy and it is important 
to make sure everyone gets time alone. If you would like to avoid any disagreements, you could perhaps sit outside under the awning 
or take a walk now and then to offer space for each and every one. Bring a set of earplugs if you can’t sleep through someone snoring 
and take an eye mask if someone loves to stay up late and read with the lights on.

Team works makes the dream work

1. Empty the waste tanks or cassette toilet at the camp dump point
2. Fill up the fresh water tank
3. Choose your campsite and park the caravan
4. Level out the caravan with chocks if necessary
5. Unhitch the caravan from the tow vehicle
6. Turn on the gas (if the caravan is gas powered)
7. Connect to the mains power (if the caravan has a 240v power system)
8. Lower the entrance step and place a mat underneath to prevent them from sinking
9. Power on the functions in the caravan if necessary (e.g. water pump, heating, etc.)
10. Open the ventilation
11. Set up the external awning when you want to use it

Before your departure, make sure that you pack up properly and follow your checklist you have created for yourself. There are certain 
things to consider, such as turning off the gas, disconnecting all electrics, removing water and waste water supplies.

How to hitch and unhitch a caravan

When hitching:

Wind the jockey wheel up as high as it will go. Reverse the car up to the caravan so that the tow ball sits underneath the coupling head.
Lower the jockey wheel so that the coupling head sits on the tow ball.
Lock the coupling head onto the tow ball by engaging the coupling latch.
Remove or raise the jockey wheel so that it is in a traveling position.
Attach the safety chain or breakaway cable between the car and the caravan.
Connect the caravan trailer pin plug to the socket on the back of the car and ensure that the brake lights and indicators on the caravan 
are operational
Disengage the caravan handbrake.
To unhitch a caravan is simple, just reverse the hitching process shown above.

THE BIGGEST THING IS ASK A FRIEND OR CARAVAN BUDDY YOU CAN LEARN A LOT FROM THEM!!!
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Brass Monkey for 4-6 August 2023

Nice relaxing weekend, so lets 
join in and have a great Club 
weekend.....

Brass Monkey is a go and bookings are made. Now we need to confirm attendees and 
make payments to the club in 3 easy payments, May R650, June R650 and July R595 total-
ing R1900.00 per couple. Tentatively, we have spoken to Swellendam Caravan Park and 
have secured 12 chalets and some campsites for that weekend.
The chalet sleeps four people, so we will have to bunk up with buddies and friends. Please 
have a chat with your buddies and confirm as soon as possible that you will be interested 
in joining us, if your prefer not to share please confirm asap so I can make adjustments in 
contributions towards the weekend. 

On Friday, arrive at your leisure 
and settle in. At 18:00 we will 
proceed to the  Barrel & Blues 
Live Pub for leka pizza’s

On Saturday morning, go on a bike ride to Buffels-
jags One Stop farming stop on N2. Stop for a lekker 
old-style roosterkoek breakfast. Menu to follow oh 
and this will include a Coffee.

Once breakfast is done, we will take a leisurely ride to venue tbc. Then back to the 
camp for a leka chill afternoon before the evening start again.


















